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SHIRE OF NARROGIN–TOWN OF NARROGIN MERGER 
Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [2.07 pm]: I would like to inform 
Parliament that it gives me great pleasure to announce that the Governor’s order for the merger of the 
Shire of Narrogin and Town of Narrogin was gazetted on 30 October. I was able to visit Narrogin to speak to 
councillors and staff from both the Shire and Town of Narrogin, and to announce that the merger on 1 July 2016 
will see the boundary of the Town of Narrogin adjusted to include the existing shire to form a new and expanded 
Shire of Narrogin. 

The SPEAKER: Sit down, please. Right; there are different meetings going on. There is hysteria about this 
merger. Minister. 

Mr A.J. SIMPSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker. Council staff and elected members from both authorities worked 
closely with their communities to pave the way for the future merger. The Shire and Town of Narrogin have 
recognised the long-term benefits of amalgamation and have been committed to the local government reform 
process for the past five years. The Shire and Town of Narrogin are the last of the “doughnut” councils in 
Western Australia. The existing Shire of Narrogin spans some 1 600 square kilometres with a population of 
fewer than 900 residents, while more than 4 300 residents live in the Town of Narrogin with a land area of just 
over 12 square kilometres. The merger will enable the new Shire of Narrogin to better plan for the future by 
delivering more sustainable services and infrastructure. Both councils have been very supportive of change and 
I commend them for the way that they have managed the reform process. The memorandum of understanding 
that the shire and town have signed reflects positively on everyone involved, and demonstrates how local 
governments can work collaboratively to resolve some tough issues. 

During my visit, I was also pleased to confirm the Liberal–National government’s commitment to provide 
$1.2 million in funding to assist with Narrogin’s transition process. I would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the strong support of the member for Wagin and the leadership shown by both councils in the best 
interests of their respective communities. Once again, I take this opportunity to congratulate the Shire and 
Town of Narrogin for taking this important step forward. 
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